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1 . ACCORDING TO FONOFF (PROTOCOL), FRG POLICY IS TO 
ACCORD NO IMMUNITY OR PRIVILEGES TO COMMERCIAL OFFICES, 
WHETHER THEY ARE LOCATED IN BONN OR ELSEWHERE. IN THE 
OPINION OF THE FRG TRADE MISSIONS DO NOT QUALIFY FOR 
ANY IMMUNITIES OR PRIVILEGES UNDER EITHER THE GENEVA 
OR VIENNA CONVENTIONS. THE FRG MAKES NO DISTINCTION 
BETWEEN EE TRADE MISSIONS AND OTHER MISSIONS EXCEPT 
THAT IT "TOLERATES" LARGER THAN NORMAL COMMERCIAL 
SECTIONS IN THE CASE OF ALL STATE TRADING COUNTRIES. 

2. THE USSR, WHICH MAINTAINS A TRADE MISSION IN 
COLOGNE, IS AN IMPORTANT EXCEPTION TO THIS GENERAL 
RULE. THIS TRADE MISSION WAS ESTABLISHED ON THE 
BASIS OF AN APPENDIX ENTITLED, "THE LEGAL POSITION 
OF THE TRADE MISSION OF THE USSR IN THE FRG," TO AN 
AGREEMENT ON COMMERCE AND NAVIGATION SIGNED APRIL 25, 
1958. THIS APPENDIX SPECIFIES THAT THE TRADE MISSION 

IS PART OF THE SOVIET EMBASSY. AS SUCH IT ENJOYS 
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THE SAME PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES AS THE EMBASSY 
ITSELF AND CAN TRANSMIT ENCODED MESSAGES. 
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3. THE APPENDIX FURTHER SPECIFIES THAT THE CHIEF OF 
THE TRADE MISSION AND THREE DEPUTIES HAVE THE SAME 
IMMUNITIES AND PRIVILEGES AS MEMBERS OF THE EMBASSY. 
OTHER EMPLOYEES OF THE TRADE MISSION WHO ARE SOVIET 
NATIONALS ENIOY NO EXEMPTIONS OTHER THAN AN EXEMPTION 
FROM GERMAN INCOME TAXES. 

4. THE APPENDIX PROVIDES THAT THE SITE OF THE TRADE 
MISSION AND THE NUMBER OF ITS PROFESSIONAL EMPLOYEES 
WHO ARE SOVIET NATIONALS WILL BE DETERMINED BY MUTUAL 
AGREEMENT. THE NUMBER OF EMPLOYEES WAS FIXED AT 

A MAXIMUM OF SIXTY (IN ADDITION TO THE CHIEF AND THREE 
DEPUTIES) BY AN EXCHANGE OF LETTERS. 

5. OTHER ARTICLES OF THE APPENDIX COVER THE COMMERCIAL 
RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS OF THE TRADE MISSION AND ITS 
EMPLOYEES. 

6. TRADE MISSIONS OF EASTERN EUROPEAN COUNTRIES WERE 
GRANTED LIMITED IMMUNITY AND RIGHTS BY SPECIAL LEGIS- 
LATION PRIOR TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF DIPLOMATIC RELA- 
TIONS IN THE 1960'S AND '70'S. THESE IMMUNITIES WERE 
REVOKED AS DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS AND EMBASSIES WERE 
ESTABLISHED. IN PRACTICE, THE EASTERN EUROPEAN 
COUNTRIES CONVERTED THEIR TRADE MISSIONS INTO EMBASSIES 
WITH NO LOSS IN STATUS. 

7. THE REPRESENTATION OFFICE OF THE GDR IS A CASE 
UNIQUE TO THE FRG AND IS AN EXCEPTION TO GENERAL FRG 
POLICY. THE EMBASSY BELIEVES, HOWEVER, THAT ITS 
SPECIAL CHARACTER IS NOT PERTINENT TO THE QUESTIONS IN 
THE REFTEL. 

8. LICENSINTORG HAS CONCLUDED NO JOINT VENTURE 
WITH A COMPANY IN THE FRG. IT HAS A REPRESENTATIVE 
ON THE STAFF OF THE SOVIET TRADE MISSION. 
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